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“Bela” - Maxillary Fracture

Bela was only eight weeks old when she was bittethe face
by a pit bull. Bela is about the cutest English|8ad) puppy
you can imagine, and | have no idea why anyone avauant
to hurt her.

Bela’s bite created a severe fracture of the ritie of her
upper jaw (maxilla). We formulated a plan how to this lit-

tle pup’s jaw. This was going to be quite a taskcduse a
bulldog’s jaw is usually askew at birth. We werangpto try

and return it to its pre-bite condition. Under gethe@nesthe-
sia, we passed a transmaxillary stainless steelfrpim the

right side of the upper jaw to the left side. Werttcreated
further compression at the fracture site with @dastainless
steel wire attached to both ends of our pin.

Bela grew so fast, that we had to take all of thistal out of
her mouth after only three weeks. This picture &b@ of
Bela shortly after everything was removed. The tiree had
healed completely.




